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that presents itself. She does not inhibit these even
when they lead to conduct which she knows will injure
her. In spite of coming from a cultured home, the girl
was poorly informed and showed a paucity of mental
interests, the lack quite possibly being the result of her
flighty mental processes. Taking into account the his-
tory given by the mother and the officer who knew the
case well, the observations of her general behavior, her
conversation, and her work on psychological tests, one
could only conclude that this was a case of defect in mental
control, and that there was no evident physical basis
for it.

The seriousness of this defect and the social signifi-
cance of it are very apparent. Such a girl might easily
get into any kind of trouble on the city streets. Her
behavior is so unaccountable, she is so much the victim
of her own impulses, that it would be impossible to pre-
dict what might or might not occur. Only one of two
things offer themselves in such a case: The girl could be
placed in a special institution for nervous children where
her environment would be controlled and where perhaps
she could be given good discipline, or the parents would
have to endeavor to exert this discipline themselves,
aiding her in every way to acquire self-control. In this
instance the mother was a very capable woman and a
good disciplinarian. It was advised that the family
move out to the suburbs, where it would be quieter and
safer for the girl, and that the mother keep close watch
over her. It seemed quite possible that with advancing
age and her own better understanding of the problem,
the girl might develop stronger powers of inhibition.

Since we first studied this case we have received fre-
quent reports. The erratic type of behavior has not
altogether ceased, but gradually there has been improve-
ment, and now, after a lapse of two years, Alice has